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Abstract

The Political Incidents in South Korea and Thailand: Similarity and Difference, written by Dr.
Damrong Thandee of Ramkhamhaeng University, is a comparative study. The article reveals that Mr. Lee Myung-
bak and Mr. Samak Sunthoravet took the helms of the countries after each landslide winning the election in
December 2007 but their honeymoon period was pretty short. The candlelight vigil protest was soon against Lee on
the ground of the “mad cow” import from US. while Samak faced similar situation as his government was accused
of being Taksin’s nominee regime. Lee however survives and can retain his post whereas Samak, as well as his
successor - Mr. Somchai Vongsawat, failed to hold their political positions. Political violence had several times
occurred leaving many deaths and injury of hundred of protestors and economic chaos to the kingdom. The opposite
was true to Korean counterpart that protesting was somewhat peacefully resolved even though Lee’s approval rating
had shrunk to the lowest 17 percent. All in all, it remains onto the question: what kind of interpretation on

Democracy that the citizens of each country are holding.
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